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If the humanitarian ends of morality thus fall within^ the
scope of the universal teleological activity of mind, whose
essential nature consists in Its creative functions, then when
we investigate them we must remember that in all intellectual
life our study is restricted to the stages of development
already attained. We can never predict what the future
will bring forth from the present, except in so far as we
may speculate concerning the immediate outcome of pro-
cesses already begun. But the moral ends attained at any
given period consist in the total intellectual culture of that
period. The very possibility of talking about the ends of
humanity nowadays is due to a relatively new state of
affairs: to the fact, namely, that the universal spirit of man-
kind has reached such a degree of self-consciousness as to
produce the idea of humanity in the sense of a collective
intellectual life, functioning in the processes and results of
history. Along with this idea there has developed a convic-
tion that the universal psychical products of human society
are those moral objects attainable by us. But since such
objects, like human action itself, have their origin in will,
and since for that very reason the innermost essence of
morality consists in ceaseless, never-resting effort, no single
stage of moral development once attained can be regarded
as a permanent end. The past has ceased to be an object
of moral effort; the present will cease to be so when another
moment has passed. Thus the ultimate end of moral en-
deavour is ideal; it can never be realised. Yet, as the
sphere of moral action widens, we must come nearer to those
limits beyond which, outside of our possible experience, the
real and the ideal meet The concepts of ethics cannot
represent the ideal as attainable; that remains for religion,
which supplements the sensuous world with supersensuous
postulates expressed in symbolic form.

The religious form of the moral ideal emphasises one